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ing of the social group, is a literal fact.   Education, in its
broadest sense, is the means of this social continuity of life.
Every one of the constituent elements of a social group, in a
modern city as in a savage tribe, is born immature, helpless,
without language, beliefs, ideas, or social standards. Each
individual, each unit who is the carrier of the life-experience
of his group, in time passes away. Yet the life of the group
goes on."1
The primary ineluctable facts of the birth and death of
each one of the constituent members in a social group deter-
mine the necessity of education. (On one hand, there is the
contrast between the immaturity of the new-born members
of the group — its future sole representatives — and the ma-
turity of the adult members who possess the knowledge and
customs of the group. QrUhejother hand, there is the necessity
that these immature members be not merely physically .pre-
served in adequate numbers, but that they be initiated into the
interests; jpurpo_scs; in^nnajtw^sHUj andpracUces oj the ma-
ture members.! otherwise the group wiU^ease its Characteristic^
lifeji Even in aliavage tribe, £Ee~ achievements of adults are
far beyond what the immature members would be capable of if
left to themselves. With the growth of civilization, the gap
between the original capacities of the immature and the
standards and customs of the elders increases. Mere physi-
cal growing up, mere mastery of the bare necessities of subsist-
ence will not suffice to reproduce the life of the group. De-
liberate effort and the taking of thoughtful pains are required.
Beings who are born not only unaware of, but quite indiffer-
ent to, the aims and habits of the social group have to be ren-
dered cognizant of them and actively interested. Education,
and education alone, spans the gap.
( Society exists through a process of transmission quite as ncucb
as biological life. This transmission occurs by means of com-
munication of habits of doing, thinking, and feeling from the
older to the younger. Without this communication of ideals,

